STANFORD UNIVERSITY
MEDICAL CF3TER
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e December 15, 1960 ' ..

Profsssor Wllbur Cohen
school of Soclal work
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigen

Daar Professor Cohen:

1 eppreciste having been asked to serve on the Camittes and must spologize
that the combination of a2 snar! in air transport here and my otner arrsngemsnts
f.e2ated my sttending your first meeting. This is @ rather swiward time of
yoar for ms but | hops to remaln in touch with you and perhsps especlally with
pr. Cook of the other members of your Camittee by telephone and will make
avary effort to sttend at least the conclusive meeting.

Partly to make up for my irusncy, ! have trled to do soms homswork foe
the Connittee's objective and hate ssked Dr, Cook to tronsmit my Swn recommen=
Cwo G55 to the meating, having Forwarded them over ths telephone. You should
then heve seen a copy of them but to be sure of thalr sccurate transcription,
i am enclosing two sets herewith for your further ccosideration.

The idea of the Academy of Health has been the most strategic ltem that
i could think of that fell within the Instructions of Mr. Sorenson's letter;
howsver, | hope that the continued Implementation of ths Jones Recommendations
o Federzl Support of Medical Research will not be Ignored as a matter of the
highest value and urgency even |f they do not now represent entirely new
directions of federal activity. | have been cble to discuss the Academy proposal
with & nunber of my colleagues and have found very considerable enthuslasm for
ft. There mey be somé legal problems in establishing It as 2 corporste entity
though thay might perhaps bs clrcumvented by taking advantage of the charter
of the existing Nationa! Academy of Sclences. If the matter reachas this stage
1 would recommend that you consult Dr. Detley Bronk at the Rackafeller Instlitute
as President of the Natlonal fcademy of Sclonces. It should be pointed out
tiiat the ¥AS does hove an offillated division of medical sclences which hes
done a consldarsbis smount of special advisory work and Is headed by 9r. Kalth
Cannan. Yowsver, this division has no counterpart (n the ectus! mambership of
the Academy Itself and In fact, It could not fulfil] the kind of functicn eof

ropular recognition that the proposed Acsdemy of Heelth would do.

In accordence with Nr. Sorenson’'s suggestions, | have slso sdded & pege of
rocomncoded isngusge concernlag sn announcement of an Academy of Nealth and
other aspocts of our medical resesrch program. whether or not the Academy
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proposal is sdopted, and It should cartainly be glven Intensive study during

the next few weoks, ! would strongly urge that the Inspirstional value of the
President's addresses not be overlooked and that a strong gtatement on sclence
end medical ressarch on ths part of the President would be highly esteemed by

our cotisaguss throughout the worid.
| sarnestly hope that this work will have been of some usc tc you even
in the default of my own prasence.

With most cordial wishes,

Yours sincersly,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Genetics

cc: Dr. fook, with copy of Lederberg proposai
Encs,



